Issue #25

Map-based acreage reports

using shared data from FSA.

As the Greek philosopher,
Heraclitus, phrased it,
“Change is the only con-
stant”. This pointed assess-
ment of life also accurately
describes the Federal Crop
Insurance program. Crop
insurance is changing, but
let’s not be mistaken, not all
change is bad and should be
resisted. In fact, many
changes to the crop insur-
ance program have been
very positive, Reporting

acreage via maps is one of
the “good" changes.

Due to the improved and
ever-changing technology,
the way that Acreage Re-
ports are constructed and
submitted is now dramati-
cally different and more
accurate. The Risk Manage-
ment Agency (RMA) is the
controlling entity of the crop
insurance program, and they
have mandated that 40% of
all Acreage Reports submit-
ted in 2010 be done on a
Common Land Unit (CLU)
level. Although “doing”
Acreage Reports this way
will take more time, we are
excited to utilize the technol-
ogy available.

There is no way to avoid the
fact that more time will be
needed to complete Acreage

Reports, so please plan to
spend more time with us dur-
ing acreage reporting.
However, reporting this way
will reduce errors, such as
missing or forgetting a field
and over/underestimating
acreage. If this technology
can make you and us more
accurate, then we all need to
embrace this change with
open arms.

Maps are available through
the Comprehensive Informa-
tion Management System
(CIMS). If you recall from
the last newsletter, this is the
computer system that allows
the FSA offices to share their
maps and data with the crop
insurance companies. Crop
insurance is changing, and at
Sonnenberg Agency we
strive to be on the leading
edge of the change.

Sales Closing Date — 3/15! ans'nﬂfﬂ,

March 15th — does that
date ring a bell? If not, it
should. March 15th is the
Sales Closing Date for all
spring crops in the newsletter
distribution area. Sales
Closing Date is the absolute
latest day that you can make
any modification to your
current coverage and policy.

It is also the date by which
you must cancel a policy if
you no longer need your
current policy, and the date
by which you must submit an
application for a new policy.

We need to meet with you
before March 15th to discuss
your current coverage. We
look forward to analyzing

your coverage with you, and
finding the best risk manage-
ment crop insurance package
for your individual operation.
You can contact us by phone
at 970-522-1681, email at
sonag@crophailins.com or in
person to set an appoint-
ment.
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Speciul points of Interest:
® ACREAGE REPORTS ARE BECOM-
ING MAP-BASED

e SALES CLOSING IS QUICKLY
APPROACHING!

® RMA IS LOOKING FOR INCON-
SISTENT YIELDS

® CHANGES TO SUGAR BEET AND
PRF poLICIES

REPORTING PRODUCTION ACCU-
RATELY IS OF THE UTMOST
IMPORTANCE
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